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COMMUNITY

C R E A T E  A  E M P O W E R  A  H E A L

Stars of ®HOPE

The Story of Orlando United Day 
Stars of HOPE was invited to participate in Orlando United Day, a day of love and kindness to honor 
the memory of the 49 innocent Pulse victims on the one-year anniversary of the nightclub shooting. 
Survivors, friends, family & visitors of all ages attending the Pulse Memorial painted messages of hope 
and healing. Over 800 stars were created, and the painting only stopped when it started to pour!

Thanks to a generous donation from DENTONS US LLP, Stars of HOPE was able to send volunteers 
from the US and Canada to Manchester, England to bring the Stars painted in Orlando and spread 
hope throughout the city following their tragic concert bombing.

“Thank you for everything you and your team do! People like you allow us to keep faith in 

humanity and the role you play in society is vital to ensuring people like me, my colleagues 

and your normal person on the street feel supported and cared for by the public. Please 

pass on my thanks to your team and 1000’s heart felt thank you to you for what you do for 

people you don’t know, never met and treating them with dignity and respect.”

– Tyler O’Hare Police Constable, London Metropolitan Police, England

“ Stars of Hope has impacted me in so many ways. They have provided the 

feeling of comfort when the first box appeared, the feeling of relief when 

watching the affected read them and then, in return, make them and the 

feeling of inspiration when watching others find peace and healing. They are 

a true healing mechanism that has brought people together. They have given 

people a way to pay it forward and the world needs more of that.”

 - Barbara Poma, Owner, Pulse Nightclub, OnePULSE Foundation Founder 

Learn more about our Community HOPE Projects at www.StarsofHOPEUSA.org A Creating HOPE

Manchester, EnglandOrlando, FL



CORPorate

C R E A T E  A  E M P O W E R  A  H E A L

Stars of ®HOPE

The Story of Loews 
Less than two weeks after the Pulse Nightclub shooting in 2016, Loews Hotels at Universal Orlando 
invited Stars of HOPE® to help their community heal. Stars of HOPE were created by employees at 
each of the Loews Hotel properties in Orlando as well as in Atlanta, GA, Coronado, CA and Nashville, 
TN. Over 1,000 Stars were painted in just a few days.

Many of the Loews employees were colleagues and friends with people who were lost at 
Pulse Nightclub and were at a loss how to help their community. Stars of HOPE volunteers had the 
privilege to travel around Orlando by charter bus with 50 Loews employees to help strengthen the 
community by sharing Stars of HOPE with those in need of hope and healing.

How do we know it made a difference? The Loews employees started a pay it forward chain of 
compassion and connection that spread far and wide. Impacted by the Stars of HOPE they received 
from Loews, the staff at Orlando Regional Medical Center painted Stars of HOPE and sent them to 
Parkland Regional Hospital in Dallas following the tragic police shootings. Empowered by the Stars 
of HOPE outreach, Pulse survivors travelled to San Bernardino and Las Vegas to provide hope and 
healing to survivors following those subsequent events. One Star of HOPE, one connection based on 
compassion can create a profound impact on emotional recovery and resiliency far beyond limitations 
of geography and time.

 “Our little stars made it into the hands of some of the Pulse survivors who gathered over 

the weekend. Tears streamed down my face when I saw the photos and our Stars of HOPE in 

their hands. Three weeks after the tragedy, our hearts still ache, but we are strengthened 

and inspired by what we were able to do together, with you.” – Jennifer Hodges 

Director of Public Relations Loews Hotels at Universal Orlando

Learn more about our Corporate HOPE Projects at www.StarsofHOPEUSA.org A Creating HOPE

Pulse MemorialLoews Employees



Service & Faith Based

C R E A T E  A  E M P O W E R  A  H E A L

Stars of ®HOPE

The Story of the September 11 Memorial Community Day 
The National September 11 Museum has been an active and continuous supporter of Stars of HOPE 
projects throughout the years. Stars of HOPE are painted in by the visitors in the museums’ 
 classroom. Stars of HOPE have also been painted for five consecutive years at the Community Day 
events. The 9/11 Museum has sent their completed Stars all over the world to those in need, from Paris, 
Lahore, Brussels, Ecuador, Japan, Nepal, Israel, Palestine and to Gander, 
Newfoundland – just to name a few.  

The Museum remains committed to spreading hope and healing to communities around the world 
through their work and Stars of HOPE.
=

“We are standing on sacred ground, at the memorial of a place where, 

in the wake of so much tragedy, a whole community came together.”

– Susan Grace, NYC

Learn more about our Service and Non - Profit HOPE Projects at www.StarsofHOPEUSA.org A Creating HOPE

“ I am here with my family today to do something enjoyable at this place 

where such a bad thing happened. We are thinking it is possible to create 

change, for people to have love in their hearts and respect others, and show 

that it’s something you can give to others.”

- DIANE and RONALD VAN KEMPEN, Amsterdam

Gander, NewfoundlandNYC, NY



FAMILY

The Story of Faith Leonard 
“ Faith Leonard, a mom of a young child, wanted to teach her son Grant to learn about the Newtown 
tragedy. Knowing this is a difficult subject to explain to a child, Faith shared in a gentle way that bad 
things happen but that he could make a difference. Together they painted Stars of HOPE at the kitchen 
counter. They packed them up in the reusable box and sent them to Audrey and Jennifer in Newtown 
where they placed the stars around the parks and playgrounds. “The stars were for people to take 
home and let them know that they are not forgotten and cared for.”

“ It was truly a labor of love making the stars with my little boy... it was the 

best way I could explain any part of that tragedy to him.  I just told him that 

I don’t know why bad things happen and sometimes you just have to be the 

good you want to see in this crazy world.” –  Faith L, Gilbert, AZ

Learn more about our Family HOPE Projects at www.StarsofHOPEUSA.org A Creating HOPE

Stars of HOPE® Box of HOPE contains everything 
you need to turn any occasion into a creative 
and meaningful “pay it forward” service event.
Learn more at the HOPEShop.net

With Stars of HOPE® Box of HOPE your children, friends, family, 
and friends can paint heartfelt messages on Stars of HOPE 
at your dining room table, backyard party or birthday party.

Newtown, CTGilbert, AZ



SCHOOL

C R E A T E  A  E M P O W E R  A  H E A L

Stars of ®HOPE

The Story of Albany, GA 
Albany, Georgia was hit by two tornadoes that destroyed many homes and businesses around the 
schools. Teachers chose Stars of HOPE to be a hands-on project to teach their students how to make a 
difference in their community. 

1,375 Stars of HOPE were painted by the students of Radium Springs and Turner Elementary School, 
and St. Teresa School.  1,200 students, teachers, and administrators participated in the project over 
the course of one week.  Thirty Stars of HOPE volunteers came from Georgia,  Texas, Oklahoma, and 
Arkansas to help facilitate this project.

The Stars of HOPE painted by the students lifted the spirits of the Albany Community that lost so 
much in the January tornadoes. Stars of HOPE were staked along the streets, in front of homes and all 
around the school district to bring light and color back to a community that has suffered so much.

“These stars touched my heart several times this week. THANK Y’ALL for thinking of our 

community during a tough time. Much love from Albany, GA.”– Barbara Cornett, Albany GA

 “When I see the stars, I think, yeah I’ve been knocked down, but someone out there 

is thinking of me.”  Angela, Albany, GA

 

Learn more about our School Projects at www.StarsofHOPEUSA.org A Creating HOPE

Albany, GARadium Springs Elementary School



HOPE TREES

C R E A T E  A  E M P O W E R  A  H E A L

Stars of ®HOPE

What’s a HOPE Tree? 
HOPE Trees are a way to grow hope and send a message of support and healing to the people who 
protect and serve us: our firefighters, police officers, EMT’s, 911 call center operators, doctors, nurses. 

Stars of HOPE is a perfect project for people of all ages.

1. Order a Box of HOPE.
2.Create and paint messages of HOPE and inspiration on the stars. Let them dry and brush 
polyurethane on them. 
3. Tie with ribbon-loop through the hole and leave at least 18 inches per side to hang.
Take your step ladder to your community location, ask for permission, and tie them on the tree!
Send us your pictures, videos and stories or tag us @starsofhopeusa

“Darn those little things. How can a piece of wood shaped into a star have such power? 

Almost 5 years ago plus a couple of months these little colored stars began popping up on our 

trees, utility poles, broken and battered fences. I didn’t know where they came from. 

They just catch your eye in the middle of chaos and sadness. I’ve learned more about these 

little things and their unseemly way of changing a moment.”– Elizabeth Treston, Long Beach, NY

Learn more about our HOPE Trees at www.StarsofHOPEUSA.org A Creating HOPE

“We just saw the stars in our neighborhood today. You have brightened up our lives with the 

Stars of HOPE! Please thank your students for this wonderful gift!!!! Bless you all!” 

– Marisol Pacheco Richardson, Santa Rosa, CA

Coffey Park, CA Newtown, CT



Contact us: 
Jill@NewYorkSaysThankYou.org

Josh@StarsofHOPEUSA.org 
StarsofHOPEUSA.org A @StarsofHOPEUSA

Stars of HOPE® empowers children of all ages
 to transform individuals and communities in need of hope through

 the power of art and messages of healing.


